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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

It is requested that the accompanying PTO-1449 be considered and made of record in 
the above-identified application. To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449. It is respcctfull) requested that an Kxaminer-inilialed copy of this 
form be returned to the undersigned. 

Upon further review of the information disclosure statements submitted thus far in 
this application, Applicants discovered additional documents struck-through by the 
Examiner, which should be considered. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,317,236 was listed in an IDS filed on March 8, 2005, and was 
crossed-through by the Examiner with the notation "considered via correspond US 
5,206,749." However, because U.S. Patent No. 5,317,236 is a continuation-in-part (CIP) of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,206,749, it is believed the Examiner should have considered the CIP. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,794,675, which was listed in the IDS filed on November 4, 2004, 
has a filing date of March 23, 2000; U.S. Patent No. 6,940,214, which was listed in the IDS 
filed on November 18, 2005, has a filing date of February 9, 2000; and U.S. Patent No. 
6,413,645, which was listed in an IDS filed on March 8, 2005, has a filing date of April 20, 
2000. Additionally, JP 2000-077191 has a publication date of 03-14-2000, EP 0 999 595 A2 
has a publication date of 05-10-2000, and EP 0 942 407 Al has a publication date of 09-15- 
1999. Because Applicants have not relied upon nor perfected the priority filing date of the 
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priority document, JP 11-158787, filed in Japan on June 4, 1999, in connection with the 
pending claims of the present application, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner 
should consider these listed documents having an intervening filing and publication dates. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,573,564, which was listed in the IDS filed on February 24, 2006, 
was indicated as being considered via U.S. Patent No. 6,407,431. However, this patent 
indicates the same assignee as the present application. Hence, this patent, including patented 
claims therein, should be considered. 

Additionally, newly listed U.S. Patent No. 6,531,713 was filed on March 17, 2000, 
and corresponds to JP 2000-340798, which was submitted in an JDS filed on January 20, 
2004, and crossed-through by the Examiner. Because U.S. Patent No. 6,531,713 has a filing 
date before Applicants' May 26, 2000, domestic priority date, it is believed the Examiner 
should consider this document. 

Newly listed U.S. Patent No. 6,863,961 issued from U.S. Application No. 09/101,083, 
which was listed in the previously submitted IDS dated September 27, 2006. The Examiner 
is requested to consider U.S. Patent No. 6,863,961 and cross-through the corresponding 
application listing in the PTO Form 1449 submitted with the September 27, 2006, IDS. 

The remaining documents listed correct typographical errors noted in a review of the 
IDS Tiled on September 27, 2006. The corrections include changing (he publication date for 
U.S. Patent No. 6,204,535 from "03-30-2001" to "03-20-2001," changing the publication 
date of U.S. Patent No. 6,413,645 from "07-02-2202" to "07-02-2002," changing 
"COMPLES" to "COMPLEX" in the title of the cited article by Tsutsui et al., and removing 
typographical errors in the citations of U.S. Patent Application Nos. 09/580,485 and 
09/587,369 and inserting the filing dates for these applications. The Examiner is requested 
to cross-through the incorrect and/or incomplete citations of these documents in the PTO 
Form 1449 filed on September 27, 2006. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees connected with this filing 
which may be required now, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-2380. 



R espec I fully submitted, 



By: /John F. Quay, Ree.# 47248/ 
John F. Guay 

NTXON PEABODY LLP 
Suite 900 

401 9 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2128 



Telephone: (202) 585-8000 
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